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Background: 

 

Sexual assaults are one of the most underreported crimes in Canada. Not having adequate 

access to sexual assaults kits is a contributing factor to why sexual assaults are underreported.  

The more rural a woman’s location, the less likely she will have any access to a sexual assault 

kit, the less likely medical staff will have proper training on collecting evidence and even less 

likely they will have adequate storage facilities.  

 

Better access to rape kits is one piece of the larger justice system puzzle, and front-line workers 

in Canada lay the blame at the feet of provincial health authorities who they say could fund 

better access to sexual assault kits, especially in rural areas.  When women are forced to drive 

hours to reach a hospital where the evidence can be collected it can deter them from making 

the journey at all. 

 

In addition to accessing these kits, there are the additional problems related to whether the 

community hospital has a freezer that locks to secure the evidence, and whether its physicians 

are properly trained to administer rape kits. If not, the victim has to travel to a hospital that does 

have these services — sometimes hours away, if a program exists in their province at all. 

 

Some hospitals, particularly those in urban areas, offer survivors the option to store the 

evidence from their rape kit in a fridge or freezer to give them time to decide whether or not to 

report to police. If there is no storage program at the hospital, the victim must report to police 

immediately in order to access a rape kit — which can deter reporting if a victim is not mentally 

ready to do so. 

 

Subsidizing forensic training for rural nurses is one quick solution. Another could be the creation 

of a mobile forensic nurse unit that can travel to remote areas. Buying freezers with locks for 

health centres is also a simple solution. 
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Whereas there is currently no National Policy requiring Provincial Health Regions to ensure 

funding and access to Sexual Assault Kits for all women, especially those in rural or remote 

locations.  Sexual Assault is one of the most underreported crimes in Canada and not having 

access to sexual assault kits administered by forensically trained staff with proper storage 

facilities is a large contributing factor of underreporting instances of sexual assault. 

 

 

Therefore, Be It Resolved that BPW Canada urges the Federal Government to create a national 

policy that instructs Provincial Health regions to provide funding to ensure no sexual assault 

victim is denied access to sexual assault kits due to where they live.   

 

Further Be It Resolved that BPW Canada urges the Federal Government to include in that  

national policy a requirement to allocate funding to the proper training of medical staff and 

access to proper storage of the sexual assault kits. 

 

Implementation: BPW Canada and individual BPW Clubs can write letters to their respective 

health regions requesting the allocation of funding for better access to sexual assault kits, 

funding for proper training of medical staff and adequate facilities for the storage of sexual 

assault kits. 
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